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January 10-11, 2011 
Northwestern Building
Products Expo 
Hinckley, MN

January 19-21, 2011 
Basic Estimating
Minneapolis, MN

January 24-25, 2011 
Project Estimating
Ames, IA

January 29, 2011
FLL Nebraska Chapter
Grand Island, NE

February 7-8, 2011
Sales Boot Camp
Prior Lake, MN

February 9, 2011
FLL Wisconsin Chapter
Wisconsin Dells, WI

February 9-10, 2011
Wisconsin Retail
Lumber Convention
Wisconsin Dells, WI

February 11, 2011
FLL MN-Dakotas Chapter
St. Cloud, MN

February 26, 2011 
Dinner & Theater
Des Moines, IA

February 28-March 2, 2011 
Advanced Estimating
Minneapolis, MN

March 3-4, 2011
Iowa Lumber Convention 
Coralville, IA

March 9-10, 2011 
Nebraska Lumber 
Dealers Convention 
La Vista, NE

Reminder!  It’s Time to Register for NLA Education
That old geezer 2010 has just left the 
building, and the new little baby 2011 has 
barely had time to get settled. But there’s 
no time to be distracted! The winter 
of 2011 is jam-packed with education 
opportunities through NLA. This winter’s 
program includes estimating training at 
several levels as well as sales training for 
serious sales professionals.  A brochure 
containing complete descriptions of 
all class content, plus hotel, pricing, 
information about instructors and a 
registration form (page 5) is located on 
NLA’s home page. Go to www.nlassn.
org, and click on the link to the brochure 
under education.

Nebraska members have scholarships 
available!

Bas ic  Est imat ing  &  Smal l 
House, Jan 19-21, Minneapolis, 
Instructor: Nate Barsness
In partnership with Dunwoody College 
of Technology, NLA is excited to offer a 
3-day basic estimating class that does not 
assume prior knowledge. THE DEADLINE 
FOR REGISTRATION IS JANUARY 10, 
so time is short. Once registration is 
complete, participants will be e-mailed 
a diagnostic test to find out what they 
already know and don’t know, so that 
the training can be customized in the 
most effective way.

Project Estimating, Jan 24-25, 
Ames, Iowa, Instructor: Gary 
Thompson
This 2-day course assumes some 
knowledge of lumber yard operations, 
but still covers the basics. An important 
difference with this class is that computer-
aided estimating is introduced on the 
second day, using Excel, though students 
do not have to bring a laptop. Again, 
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS 
JANUARY 10, so don’t delay.

Sales Boot Camp, Feb 7-8, Prior Lake, 
Minnesota (suburban Minneapolis), 
Instructor: Rick Davis
This is a 2-day seminar aimed at both 
outside sales reps and sales managers 
working for retailers, wholesalers, and 
manufacturers. You don’t want to miss this 
rare opportunity to engage with ProSales 
contributing editor Rick Davis, who 
will help you turn anxiety into sales 
achievement by refreshing the basic 
sales skills and then building on them.  
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS 
JANUARY 21.  

Advanced Estimating & Large 
House, Feb 28-Mar 2, Minneapolis, 
Instructor: Nate Barsness
This 3-day course at Dunwoody is for 
students who have estimating experience 
or have completed Basic Estimating and 
Small House. This course applies previously 
acquired knowledge to produce a material 
quantity takeoff on a medium size house, 
and emphasizes details not provided in a 
drawing set.  Students then move on to a 
large multi-story house with complications 
and options. Again, a diagnostic pre-test 
will enable the instructor to make sure he 
covers what is needed.
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The Latest on NLA Future Lumber Leaders Meetings

Nebraska Chapter
THE DATE IS FAST APPROACHING: 
On Saturday, January 29, the NLA Future 
Lumber Leaders will meet from 9:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM at the Holiday Inn Midtown 
in Grand Island, Nebraska. FEATURED 
SPEAKER is Mike Olsen, Executive 
Director of the Hall County Airport. 
Mike has been tremendously successful 
in not only keeping the Grand Island 
Regional Airport open to commercial 
flights, but actually thriving in this tough 
economy. OTHER SPEAKERS include 
Steve Petschel from Boulder Creek 
Stone Products. Brad Hrouda of Schuyler 
Lumber, who is finalizing the program, 
promises that it will be another special 
day for all who attend. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:       
Friday, January 22, 2011

Wisconsin Chapter
COME EARLY TO THE WISCONSIN 
LUMBER DEALERS ANNUAL 
CONVENTION at the Kalahari Resort & 
Convention Center in the Wisconsin Dells 
on Wednesday, February 9 and join the 
NLA Future Lumber Leaders-Wisconsin 
Chapter for lunch at noon. Until 4:00 
pm, the group will engage in roundtable 
discussions on topics that mutually 
challenge industry professionals. Learn 
from each other, make friends, laugh a 
bit and begin forging relationships that 
could last a lifetime. The “speakers” will 
be people on the front lines—YOU. And 
YOU have ideas that can benefit others 
immensely, and YOU will hear ideas that 
will benefit YOU tremendously. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
Wednesday, February 2, 2011

Minnesota/Dakotas Chapter
ONLY A FEW WEEKS AWAY: On Friday, 
February 11, the NLA Future Lumber 
Leaders-Minnesota/Dakotas Chapter 
will meet at the Radisson in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota from 9:00 am through 4:00 
pm. The Radisson is downtown, close 
to the convention center. Free parking is 
available in the adjacent parking ramp. 
Be sure to enter the “Radisson Entrance” 
and get your parking ticket stamped 
at the front desk sometime that day. 
PROGRAM: The day’s program is being 
planned by Anna Hall of Mathew Hall 
Lumber and promises to be an awesome 
one. It will include a presentation on drug 
and alcohol abuse in the workplace as 
well as one on Habitat for Humanity. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:       
Friday, February 4, 2011

Wisconsin Convention

Standing Together for a Stronger 
Tomorrow - - Join your fellow dealers and 
suppliers on February 9th  & 10th at the 
121st Annual Convention at the Kalahari 
Resort in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.

The convention offers education, 
networking and exhibits of the latest 
products and services available in the 
building material industry.

This year’s education sessions include 
“hot topics” like:

•	 “Changes	 in	 Healthcare” Do 
you know what the new healthcare 
reforms mean for you and your 
employees?

•	 “Are	you	prepared	for	selling	in	
today’s	market	place?”  Selling 
in these challenging economic times 
requires new skills to make your 
team a success.  Does your team 
have those skills?

•	 “Understanding	and	Specifying	
Engineered	 Wood	 Products”  
Engineered wood products are 
expanding in choice and use in 

today’s market. Learn how to select, 
install, specify and detail these 
products.

Don’t miss the fun and camaraderie. 
For faster check in, pre-register today!  
Download a registration form from www.
wrlamsi.com or call the Wisconsin office 
at (800) 236-3534.

Remember, you must book your guest 
room by January 9th to receive the 
WRLA special rate of $99 per night for a 
Dessert room.  Rooms include waterpark 
passes for the world’s largest indoor 
waterpark!

Check all the exhibitors that will be 
there. Go to www.wrlamsi.com to see 
the floor plan.

A limited number of exhibit spaces are 
available for the Exhibitor Showcase.  Call 
Connie Johnson for more information on 
exhibiting. (800) 236-3534

Wisconsin Lumber 
Person of the Year

Nominations are due into the 
Wisconsin office by January 10th 
for the 2010 Lumber Person of 
the Year.

Do you know a dealer or supplier 
who is:

● successful in business 
● displays personal integrity 
● knowledgeable about the 
industry 
● shows professionalism and 
leadership 
● part ic ipates in industry 
organizations

Send your nominations with name, 
company, and the reason your 
nominee should be the Lumber 
Person of the Year. Fax (262) 
250-1842.
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Iowa and Nebraska 
Conventions 
Approaching Fast!

In just two months we’ll be meeting 
again for the 2011 Iowa Conven-
tion in Coralville, Iowa (March 3-4) 
immediately followed by the 2011 
Nebraska Convention in La Vista, 
Nebraska (March 9-10) the following 
week.  Mark your calendars for one (or 
both!) of these shows to partake in all 
the educational seminars, networking 
and social activities.

Watch for the registration brochure for 
both shows to be in the mail within the 
next couple of weeks. Register early 
for seminars, meals, hotel rooms, or 
tradeshow booths while the gettin’ is 
good; these conventions will be here 
sooner than we think!

Roundtables Expanding
Owners and managers of lumberyards 
have repeatedly said they get more out 
of dealer roundtables than any other 
educational format.  The discussion of 
information and ideas, along with the 
interactive creativity of a group and 
participants openly giving each other 
advice ensures the future success of 
their businesses.  
 
Topics focus on operational issues, 
margins and human resources. It is the 
participants who steer the direction of the 
discussion to what is most important to 
their business. Participants in our current 
roundtable walk away with a minimum 
of one idea that makes a significant 
difference in either saving them time 
and money or increasing their margins. 
They have a group of peers who have 
been there for them and can provide 
encouragement and advice and also 
humor into situations. 

The existing group, which met in October, 
was so enthusiastic about what they 
learned from Ken Wilbanks (our new 
facilitator), they decided to meet again 

in the spring. This group is for small to 
mid-sized companies. New participants 
are welcome to attend. They will meet 
March 23-25 in Albert Lea, MN.

There is a growing interest in starting 
another group for multi-location, high 
volume dealers. The date for this new 
roundtable group is March 29-30. 

Ken Wilbanks, industry consultant 
and speaker at our EXPO, Wisconsin 
convention and Iowa convention, will 
facilitate the meeting. He did a terrific 
job this last fall with our existing group 
– they came away with explosive energy 
and enthusiasm. 
 
There is only one rule relating to 
attendance – competitors will not be 
permitted to attend the same meeting. 
It leads to much better exchange of 
information. I guarantee you that 
participating in this roundtable will 
improve your business. Contact Suzanne 
at slechtman@nlassn.org to be put on the 
list to receive detailed information. 

NLA Proudly Introduces Its New 401K MEP Program!

Northwestern Lumber Association 
(NLA) has an exciting NEW member 
benefit launching in 2011!  

The 401K Multiple Employer Plan 
(MEP) program provides members the 
opportunity to provide their employees 
a retirement savings program at an 
affordable price to both the dealer and 
the employee.  

In today’s ever changing economy, 
many employers have been forced to 
make some tough decisions regarding 
their employee benefits programs.  
Many have chosen to cut programs 
such as health care, life insurance and 
retirement programs - much to the 
disappointment of management and 
staff.  The NLA Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to research, establish 
and produce a program that would 
assist dealers in providing an effective 
and affordable employee retirement 
program.  

Those dealers with an established 401K 
program can attest to the headaches 
and the struggles with managing an 
independent program.  Set-up and 
administrative costs can rise to well 
over $15,000 before the program gets 
off the ground.  The NLA 401K MEP 
program will provide members and 
their employees with an affordable 
retirement plan through group buying 
power, while eliminating administrative 
costs and fiduciary responsibility.  

For more information, attend the 
informational meeting on January 10, 
2011 at 1:30pm at the EXPO or stop by 
the Builders Investment Group’s booth 
#106 at EXPO at Grand Casino Hinckley 
on January 11, 2011 or contact BIG at 
(763) 862-7800.

NEW Member Program

NLA recently teamed with Staples to 
provide an Office Supply Program. 
The Office Supply Program will 
launch in 2011 and will provide 
members with the opportunity to 
purchase office products such as 
paper, binders, ink, printers, toilet 
paper and thousands of other office 
necessities at a discount off of the 
normal retail price.  

Ordering is done online through the 
Staples website and will be billed 
directly to the participant by NLA.  
A user name and password are 
required prior to placing your order. 
Orders over $50 also receive free 
shipping.

For more information about the 
Office Supply Program or to sign up, 
contact Cody Nuernberg at (800) 
896-5130.  
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Dinner & Theater 
With Colleagues And 
Friends
at the Greater Des Moines Civic 
Center on Saturday, February, 
26th

PROGRAM: Our group will see 
CHICAGO The Musical, the show 
best described as a “sure thing.” 
It’s got the funniest songs, the 
hottest dancing, a riveting cast and 
the greatest story on Broadway. No 
wonder CHICAGO has been honored 
with six Tony Awards®, two Olivier 
Awards, a Grammy® and thousands 
of standing ovations. Plus, it will be 
more fun to be with people you know 
and like.

Don’t we all deserve a sure thing?

DINNER: We will have a special, 
themed Italian dinner in a private 
dining room at the theater which is 
just a few steps away from our seats. 
A private cash bar will be available to 
members of our group.

DESSERT AND COFFEE: We will be 
served a special dessert and coffee 
at intermission in our private dining 
area.

COST: Thanks to our generous 
sponsors (who, thus far, include Bayer 
Built, BPI, Builders Insurance Group, 
Empire Co., Federated Insurance, 
Guardian, Hawkeye Distribution, 
J.B. O’Meara, Key Wholesale, and 
Midland Garage Door), the cost for this 
wonderful event has been kept down 
to $100.00 per person ($125.00 per 
person for non-members).

New Tax Provisions
NLBMDA reported in late December that 
the House of Representatives passed the 
“Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance 
Reauthorization and Job Creation Act” 
(H.R.4853) by a vote of 277 to 1 and 
the President signed it. Below is a brief 
summary of key provisions in the bill:
 
Estate Tax: The bill institutes a $5 
million exemption (indexed beginning 
in 2012) and 35% rate on estates for 
2011 and 2012. The proposal is effective 
January 1, 2010, but allows an election 
to choose no estate tax and modified 
carryover basis for estates arising on 
or after January 1, 2010 and before 
January 1, 2011. The proposal sets a 
$5 million generation-skipping transfer 
tax exemption and zero percent rate for 
the 2010 year.
 
Payroll Tax: A temporary 2% reduction 
in employee-paid Social Security payroll 
taxes for 2011. 
 
New	Energy-Efficient	Home	Credit	
(45L): Extended through 2011 (lapsed 
after 2009).
 
Energy	Efficiency	Home	Remodeling	
Credit (25C): Extended through 2011 
at pre-ARRA levels, 10% up to $500 
with a $200 cap on window purchases. 
Changes product criteria to ENERGY 
STAR for windows, doors and skylights. 
(This was previously 30% up to $1500 
for 2009-2010). 
 
Bonus Depreciation: The bill extends 
and temporarily increases the bonus 
depreciation provision for investments in 
new business equipment. For investments 
placed in service after September 8, 

2010 and through December 31, 2011, 
the bill provides for 100 percent bonus 
depreciation. For investments placed 
in service after December 31, 2011 
and through December 31, 2012, the 
bill provides for 50 percent bonus 
depreciation.
 
Section 179 Expensing: In 2007, tax 
cuts temporarily increased section 179 
thresholds to $125,000 and $500,000 
respectively, indexed for inflation. These 
amounts have been further increased and 
extended several times on a temporary 
basis, including most recently as part 
of the Small Business Jobs Act which 
increased the thresholds to $500,000 
and $2,000,000 for the taxable years 
beginning in 2010 and 2011. This 
proposal extends the 2007 maximum 
amount and phase-out thresholds for 
taxable years beginning in 2012, at 
$125,000 and $500,000 respectively, 
indexed for inflation. The proposal is 
effective for taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2011.
 
Alternative fuels credit: The bill 
extends through 2011 the $0.50 per 
gallon alternative fuel tax credit.
 
Tax benefits for certain retail 
improvements. The bill extends for 
two years (through 2011) the special 
15-year cost recovery period for certain 
leasehold improvements, restaurant 
buildings and improvements, and retail 
improvements.

Always check with your accountant as to 
how the tax changes specifically affect 
your business. 

IRS Issues 2011 
Standard Mileage 
Rates
 
Beginning on January 1, 2011, the 
standard mileage rates for the use 
of a car (also vans, pickups or panel 
trucks) will be 51 cents per mile for 
business miles driven. 

INVOICES
STATEMENTS 
ENVELOPES

CHECKS

Featured Program 

BUSINESS FORMS & OFFICE SUPPLIES
NLA endorsed programs can provide your business with 

quality business forms and office supplies
COPY PAPER

PENS & PENCILS
PRINTER CARTRIDGE

BINDERS
      GROUP BUYING           SAVE ON SHIPPING   

For quotes and information, call Amber Balts
(800) 863-7104 Or (763) 595-4062
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Please use this form to register for any or all of these Future Lumber Leaders Seminars. 

 Nebraska Chapter, Saturday, January 29, 2011, Holiday Inn, Grand Island, NE 
 Minnesota-Dakotas Chapter, Friday, February 11, Radisson Inn, St. Cloud, MN 

 
Sessions begin at 9:00 AM and end at 4:00 PM and include lunch and breaks. Registration is from 8:30 to 9:00 AM. 

Company contact ____________________________________________________________________________  

Company __________________________________________________________________________________  

Address____________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________ Fax  _______________________________  

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Chapters Name(s) of attendees Cost 
$95 per person, per event 
Non-members, $150 per person, per event 

Nebraska   

Minnesota-Dakotas   

BENEFACTORS Become a benefactor and support the education of future leaders. Benefactors 
keep the cost down for all participants. 
 
Circle one: Cherry ($500)    Maple ($300)    Oak ($200)    Pine ($100) 

 

 TOTAL COST  

 

Method of payment (circle one):              Check enclosed           OR          Visa         MasterCard 

Name on card ________________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Account number ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Expiration date  _______________________________________________ Security Code (back of card)  ________________  

Send your check with this form to Guy Marzano at the address below or provide your credit card information above. For questions, 
contact Guy Marzano at (800) 896-5140 or (763) 595-4057. 

 

2011 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Northwestern Lumber Association | 5905 Golden Valley Road, Suite 110| Minneapolis, MN 55422 
(763) 595-6822  (888) 544-6822 | Fax (763) 595-4060 | www.nlassn.org 
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Please use this form to register for the Future Lumber Leaders – Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin Chapter Roundtable, Wednesday, February 9, 2011, Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI 

Session begins at Noon and ends at 4:00 PM and includes lunch and afternoon break. Registration is from 11:30 AM to 
Noon. 

Company contact ____________________________________________________________________________  

Company __________________________________________________________________________________  

Address____________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________ Fax  _______________________________  

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Name(s) of attendees Cost 
$50 per person, per event 
Non-members, $75 per person, per event 

  

  

Become a benefactor and support the education of future leaders. Benefactors keep the cost 
down for all participants. 
 
Circle one: Cherry ($500)    Maple ($300)    Oak ($200)    Pine ($100) 

 

TOTAL COST  

 

Method of payment (circle one):              Check enclosed           OR          Visa         MasterCard 

Name on card ________________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Account number ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Expiration date  _______________________________________________ Security Code (back of card)  ________________  

Send your check with this form to Guy Marzano at the address below or provide your credit card information above. For questions, 
contact Guy Marzano at (800) 896-5140 or (763) 595-4057. 

 

2011 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Northwestern Lumber Association | 5905 Golden Valley Road, Suite 110| Minneapolis, MN 55422 
(763) 595-6822  (888) 544-6822 | Fax (763) 595-4060 | www.nlassn.org 
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Please use this form to register for CHICAGO on February 26, 2011 (includes dinner prior to show and dessert and coffee 
at intermission).  

Company contact ____________________________________________________________________________  

Company __________________________________________________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________________ Fax  _______________________________  

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Name(s) of attendees Cost 
$100 per person 
Non-members - $125 per person 

  

  

  

  

  

TOTAL COST  

 

Method of payment (circle one):              Check enclosed           OR          Visa         MasterCard 

Name on card __________________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Account number ________________________________________________________________________________________  

Expiration date  ________________________________________________ Security Code (back of card)  _______________  

Send your check with this form to Guy Marzano at the address below or provide your credit card information above. For questions, 

contact Guy at (800) 896-5140 or (763) 595-4057. 

 

IOWA THEATER NIGHT 
REGISTRATION FORM 

Northwestern Lumber Association | 5905 Golden Valley Road, Suite 110| Minneapolis, MN 55422 
(763) 595-6822  (888) 544-6822 | Fax (763) 595-4060 | www.nlassn.org 

 


